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A 


SERMON 


HOUSE of LORDS. 


Now ALL THESE THINGS . HAPPENED UNTO THEM FOR 


ENSAMPLES 3 AND THEY ARE WRITTEN-FOR OUR AD- 
MONITION. 


T would be happy for mankind, if they would make 
uſe of other perſons experience as leſſons of inſtruc- 
tion to themſelves, and from paſt examples be taught 
true wiſdom : If from the infamy, which ſo cloſely adheres 
to the memory of bad men, they would be admoniſhed to 
ſhun the tempting paths of wickedneſs, and would catch the 
facred ſpirit of vertue and religion from the * glories 
of the good. 


For 


(6) 


Fo or this- purpoſe the intereſting. events of former times 
were committed to writing ; nor will any ſchool of phi- 
Joſophy better and more fully teach us both what we are 
to do, and what we are ta forbear ta do, either as in- 
dividuals or as members of ſociety, than an honeſt and. 
faithful attention to the hiſtoric page. 


Fo or though precepts, the mature reſult of long and 
prudent obſervation, plainly point out to us what may, 
and what ought to be, done in almoſt all inſtances; yet 
it is certain that example ſtrikes the ſoul with greater in- 
fluence and effe&, — continual experience has made it cer- 
tain, that there is a peculiar authority, and power, in ex- 
ample to animate us to endeavour to be what we admire, 
applaud: and love in others, and to excite us to ſhun and fly 
from what we hate, cenſure and abhor in the condu of 
our fellow-creatures, It is then that Vice appears in her 
whole deformity, when we behold her ſcattering infamy, 
diſgrace and miſery around her in a ſhape reſembling our 
own. — then it is that Virtue appears adorned in all her_ 
pomp | of charms, when we ſee her cloathed in the humas 
form, and by the amiableneſs of her behaviour engagingy 
and alluring, us to follow her bright beams to the N 3 


of Glory and Happineſs. 


How do your hearts glow within you, whit you con- 
template the good Samaritan pouring his oil and his wing 


(7) 


into the wounds of the plundered, abandoned and petiſhing 
traveller? You join immediately in the general ſuffrage 
of approbation given to the godlike action, and are ready 
to think, and to act as if you thought, that no ſenſation 
could” equal the exalted pleaſure of relicving the real 
— A Metre ” 


| Behold the Endes the rational friend of mankind, 
bravely vindicating the ancient laws and conſtitution of 
is country from oppreſſion, nobly ſtruggling againſt the 


encroachments of uſurpation, and ftrenuouſly exerting. 


every nerve of his capacious ſoul in defence of the civil 
and religious rights of his ſpecies. Do you not honour 
and love the memory of the generous man? Do you not 
revere the civic crown, which ftill graces his deſerving 
brows? Do you not wiſh to be that man? And ſhould 
you not feel yourſelves moved to act like him, were ſimi- 
ler occaſions to call forth your powers, and to demand 
your ſtrenuous labours ? | 


The examples, indeed, which St. Paul had been ſetting 
before the Corinthians in the chapter from whence my text 
is taken, are of a different kind from thoſe which I have 
been here mentioning. They are inſtances of ſuch perſons, 
as had been-made examples by their puniſhments for their 
murmurings againſt God, their idolatries and diſobedience. 
Nor are theſe leſs inſtructive, . or leſs powerful to ſecure us 
from danger, and to deter us from the commiſſion of evil, 
than 
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68) = 
than the patterns left us by great, good and happy men, to 
engage and c 
and religion. 


The tragedy, which dei seen of the nation 
has commandedeus, as this day, to commemorate and to 
deplore, is chiefly of the former kind; and though it 
cannot but appear to all ſerious and thinking perſons 
big with hypocriſy, craft, injuſtice and bloodſhed; yet 
will it alſo be found fertile of the moſt ſalutary examples, 
and uſeful admonitions. For here, as in a faithful mirror, 
we may behold the miſery of ambition, the inſtability of 
human glory, and the vanity of crowns and ſcepters. The 
ſtory of this day is a demonſtration, that there is no 
reliance upon noble birth, pompous titles, or even the 
higheſt pitch of worldly grandeur; that there is no ſure 
dependence upon law and counſil, nor certainty in ams, 
connections and alliance,  - 


The barbarous murther of a lawful and acknowledged 
Sovereign, the violation and mockery of juſtice and judg- 
ment, the prophanation of religion, and the diſſolution of 
the eſtabliſhed government, which we are now lamenting 
in our forefathers, ought to be a conſtant and perpetual 
warning to their poſterity to beware of the moſt diſtant 
approaches to faction, ſedition and rebellion; to take the 
moſt early caution, how they haſtily let out the waters of 
ſttiſe and contention, and never to be ſeduced, under any 


pretence 


(9) 
pretence whatever, to break through the ſacred barriers 
of the conſtitution. 

The annual commemoration of this dreadful confuſion 
of all order and law, both human and divine, is ſet up 
by the legiſlature, as a light-houſe upon the dangerous: 
ſhore, to give ſeaſonable notice to ſucceeding mariners, not 
to approach too near the fatal rocks and quickſands, which 
wrecked and ruined their predeceſſors. It is eſtabliſhed to- 
point out to us, from time to time, the guilt, miſery and 
deſolation of inteſtine war, and to bean everlaſting caution” 
againſt pride, arrogance and ſelf-conceit ; againſt breach 
of - faith and violation of promiſe ; againſt riotous and mu- 
tinous aſſemblies ; againſt- throwing too much power into 
the hands of the people at the expence of the regal au- 
thority ; and againſt all advances towards uncharitable diſ- 
ſenſions in religion, and factious diviſions in the ſtate: 


True, indeed, it is; that theſe copious, and extremely 
uſeful, topicks have been ſometimes perverted to-purpoſes 
very different from- thoſe, which they were originally in- 
tended to promote. The preacher has, too often, been 
been -turned into a declaimer; the doctrines of wholſome 
truth and fincerity have been forced to give way to indecent 
flattery, and peace and righteouſneſs have been unhappily 
facrificed to wrath, contention and bitterneſs. 


Whilſt ambitious and worldly-minded time-ſervers have 
B ſeized 


* 


(100 
ſeized the opportunity of this ſolemnity to recommenl 
themſelves to the favour. of the Sovereign by magnifying 
his prerogative, and almoſt dgifying his title and perſon: 
others, elated with the conceit of their own ſuperior wiſdom, 
and prompted, perhaps, by too warm a reſentment of 
private injuries, have loaded all thoſe, who fell ſhort of 
their high notians of civil and eccleſiaſtical power, with the 
whole enormities of that inflexible, cruel and fanatick 
generation, who were immediately concerned in the mur- 
ther of their king; have put falſe conſtructions and hard 


cenſures upon their neighbours principles, have ſtig- 


matized their perſons with party diſtinctions and odious 
denominations, and endeavoured to ſtir up the fury and 
— of the people againſt them, 


- Such baſe and ſordid adulations, on the one hand, joined 
ak ſuch harſh and uncharitable-clamours, an the other, 
at a time appointed for a general faſt, humiliation and 

repentance, have ſuggeſted to ſome perſons a ſpecious 
argument for aboliſhing the obſervation of the day, and 


entirely removing it from our prayer-books. 


But is not this carrying the argument too far, and 
drawing conſequences from the premiſſes, which they ſeem 
by no means capable of ſapporting ? For, ſurely, it does 
not neceſſarily follow, becauſe the ſolemnity of this day 
has been, ſometimes, perverted to bad purpoſes, that 
therefore it deſerves to be immediately eraſed from our 

| calendars. 


„ 
calendars. Wiſe and thinking men (and ſuch are our Te-- 
giſlators) are certainly of different ſentiments; nor does 
their opinion appear to be ill- founded. For if every good 
which depraved nature can abuſe, or miſapply, were to 
be taken from us, mankind would ſoon be in a condition 
no better than that of the naked reptile. By this rule we 
had long ſince forfeited the benefit of our laws, the pro- 
perty of our eſtates, the liberty of our perſons, and every. 
faculty both of body and mind : by this rule we had been 
long ſinee deprived of reaſon and religion, of Gods truth, 
his word and his image. 


Let but this anniverfary pemmance, this day of retro- 
ſpect, caution and admonition, be well applied to ſuch. 
uſes, as law, reaſon and religion dictate; and ſurely I might 
ſafely venture to aſſert, that not individuals only, but the 
whole community,. would reap much benefit from its ob- 
ſervation. Every congregation would return to their houſes 
wiſer and better than they came from them; better for- 
tified againſt. carnal and worldly luſts ; their vanity mor- 
tified, their. ambition bridled, their zeal tempered, their 
reſentments ſtifled, their hearts opened to peace and cha- 
rity, their love inflamed towards their fellow-chriſtians 
and citizens, and their. loyalty and their obedience rivet- 
ed to the ordinances, which God has placed over them. 


Whilſt, therefore, it ſhall pleaſe the legiſlature to con- 
tinue the annual commemoration of this inſtructive day, 
| B 2 let 


| 


. 


let it be obſerved with attention, ſeriouſneſs and devo- 
tion: and let every Briton, from him who ſitteth upon 
the throne to the hewers of wood and drawers of water, 
be freely put in mind of the tranſgreſſions of their ſe- 
veral predeceſſors, and honeſtly exhorted to grow wiſer 


by their follies, more ſecure by. their ies and ee 
pier by. their misfortunes. 


. In the firſt place; let the royal head, which was, 
as this day, ſo unlawfully and inhumanly ſtruck off by 

the hands of the public executioner, be an admonition 
to all ſucceeding princes, that they likewiſe are men, 
ſubject to the changes and chances of life in common 
with the reſt of mankind; that vain are the pleadings 
of law, conſcience and religion, againſt an armed and en- 
raged multitude; and that they can have no folid ſe- 
curity for their honour, their authority, or even their 
lives, but in the hearts, affections, good opinion and 
confidence of their ſubjedts. Let them wiſely recolle& 
from this fatal example, that, though they are attended, 
ſerved, and worſhipped (in a manner) as gods, they muſt 
fall like men; that thoſe who flatter them with bound- 
leſs prerogative. and arbitrary power, that thoſe who teach 
them to evade their given promiſe, and to break their 
faith with their people, are treacherouſly ſpreading a -net 
for their feet; that to uſurp upon the reſerved privileges 
of the ſubject is to teach the ſubje&, in his turn, to in- 
vade their ſeparate rights; and that to violate the laws 


of 


1 

6f the conſtitution which they have recognized, and hy 
which they are appointed, and have ſolemnly conſented, 
to govern, is to pluck down and demoliſh thoſe ſtrong 
bulwarks, whicff were originally erected for the common 
and mutual defence both of the king and people. 


And, as their prudence will dire& them to avoid the 
errors of the royal ſufferer, let us earneſtly hope, that 
they will be no leſs careful and induſtrious to imitate his 
wertues, his conjugal fidelity, his temperance, his courage 
and cenſtancy under afflictions; his fortitude, patience 
and univerſal charity ; his piety and becoming zeal for 
the honour of religion. | 


2. Secondly; let our nobles, judges, and thoſe per- 
ſons eſpecially who are honoured with the important truſt 
of being in the neareſt confidence and ſervice of their 
royal maſter, learn from the admonitions of this day the 
miſchiefs, which enſue from raſh and violent counſils; 
from counſils unſupported by law, and from advices in- 
fluenced by prejudices, dictated by paſſion, promoted from 
views of ambition, and obſtinately perſiſted in through 
pride, -haughtinefs and reſentment. Let them remem- 
ber (and if they are the friends of the prince, as well 
as his miniſters, they will remember) that in the Britiſh 
conſtitution the true intereſt of the Sovereign is ſo in- 
timately blended and united with the liberty of the peo- 
ple, that they. cannot be torn aſunder without the ex- 
a | treme 


(14) 
treme hazard of deſtroying both. A king of Britain 
cannot be a great, glorious, good and happy king, un- 
leſs he reign over a free, contented and happy people ;. 
nor can the people of Britain long continue a free, proſ- 


perous and happy people, but by maintaining the legal. 
power, authority and prerogatives of the Sovereign. 


As great miniſters are the lights by which their royal 
maſter is to ſee his way, and the ſtars by which he is 
to direct his anxious ſteps, they ſhould be convinced, 
that to miſlead is no leſs than to ſupplant him, and: 
to make him look through falſe. glaſſes little better than 
putting out his eyes.. 


3. Thirdly; let: the remembrance of. this melancholy 
tory be a perpetual caution ta all fenators and patriots 
to be moderate in their oppoſition to the public mea- 
fures, when they think proper to oppoſe them, and tem-- 
perate in their zeal even. for the. conſtitution. When- 
ever their affection to their country calls upon them to 
aſſert the privileges, and vindicate the reſerved rights 
ef the body, let them not forget the reſpect, reverence 
and duty which are inviolably oweing to the head; nor 
from the mere apprehenſion of tyranny throw themſelves 
keadlong into the arms of anarchy and confuſion. To 
take off the attention of the common people from the 
buſineſs of their ordinary callings by appealing to them 
on all occaſions, as the true judges of ſtate-affairs, and 
= ER 5 10 
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tO -compliment them with powers not beJonging tg them, 
is as dangerous to the conſtitution, as throwing too much 
weight into the regal ſcale; nor ſhall J venture to de- 
eide who is the greater enemy to the legal liberty of 
Britons, which lies in the middle way between deſpotiſm 
on the one hand and licentiouſneſs on the other, the 
paraſite of the prince, or the flatterer of the mob. 


Once more, therefore, let the worthy ſenator, let the 
true patriot be intreated never to give the leaſt coun- 
.tenance, or encouragement, to tumult, mutiny and riotous 
aſſemblies; never to ſuffer the ſacred perſon ordained of 
God to be had in deriſion amongſt the abjects of the 
people, nor to permit (if it be poſlible to prevent it) 
thoſe public lars, libellers, and incendiaries, who have 
neither knowledge, lot, nor portion in the affairs of ſtate, 
| ito ſcatter their firebrands with impunity. But, above all 
things, let them beware of committing their cauſe to 
the deciſion of the lawleſs ſword, and of implicitly con- 
fiding in the cunning, ſpecious and ſplendid pretences, 
.and promiſes of thoſe faithleſs and ambitious hypocrites, 
"whoſe mouths are ever talking of liberty, whilſt their 
hearts are intent only upon the purſuit of their own pri- 
vate intereſts, and the uſurpation of uncontrouled power. 


- 4. Fourthly ; let the prelates and clergy of the eſta- 
liſhed church be from hence admoniſhed (and, bleſſed 
tbe God, they have thoroughly learned) to hold a tender 


and 


and gentle hand over Gods heritage; to lead rather than 
drive the flock of Chriſt, over which they are inſtituted 
paſtors and overſeers, and in all their diſcourſes, actions, 
arguments, and even cenſures, to copy their great maſters 


example, who was meek, patient and kind even to the. 
unthankful, and the evil. 


The calamities and perſecutions, which befell the church 
of England in thoſe wretched times of uproar, miſrule 
and confuſion which we are now reviewing, . ought to- 
be an effectual admonition to ſucceeding generations, that 
all eccleſiaſtical power, dignity and preheminence, as well 
as civil, was ordained for edification, and not for de- 
ſtruction ; that the poſſeſſors of that authority ought to 
draw thoſe who refuſe to come unto them with gentle- 
neſs,;: perſuaſion and the cords of humanity ; and that 
all juriſdiction over mens perſons, -or properties, is pre- 
carious and dangerous, till their reaſon be, in a meaſure, 
latisfied, and their ſubmiſſion rendered voluntary. 


The evils of theſe wretched days will abundantly 
convince the whole body of the clergy of the great 
expediency of maintaining an. inviolable union and 
friendſhip among themſelves, and of not being too im- 
portunate in their zeal for matters indifferent. Hence, 
lkewiſe, will they be amply inſtructed in the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of fraternal tenderneſs to thoſe who 
conform, and of clemency and forbearance towards 

| . ſuch, 
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67 
ſuch, as are more ſcrupulous and weak in the faith; 
always remembering that the kingdom of God, the chriſtian 
religion, the everlaſting goſpel, is not meat and drink, 


is not mere ornament, parade and ceremony, but peace 
and nn and j Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


- _— 


ag Laftly; let all ranks and 3 of men . 3 


us join in the humble and ſolemn deprecations of this 
day; and, with truly penitent and contrite hearts, re- 
ſolve to avoid every meaſure of intemperate ambition, 


clamour and faction, which may have a tendency to re- 
new the ſevere calamities, which we are now commemo- 
rating. We can never be too apprehenſive, nor too care- 
ful in a matter of this extreme importance to our ſocial 
and common happineſs. 


For behold! how great a matter a little fire kindleth } 
Behold from what almoſt imperceptible beginnings a war 
aroſe in our own bowels, which laid waſte the land of our 
nativity, deprived our fathers of every ſolid bleſſing which 
God had beſtowed upon them, and reduced every thing 
that was dear and valuable to them, both in church and 


ſtate, to W and deſtruction. 


Theſe, my brethren, are the genuine effects of ſpi- 
ritual pride, ſingularity and fanaticiſm in God's holy wor- 
ſhip, of romantick notions in politicks, of obſtinate op- 
poſition between the ſeveral branches of the legiſlature, 
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18) 
of ſchifms in the church and faftions in the ſtate. Theſe 
are the fatal -conſequences of mutual diſtruſt and diflen- 
fion between king and people, of deſpiſing dominions 
and authorities and ſpeaking evil of dignities, of feuds. 
and animoſities amongſt fellow-citizens, of libels and calum- 
nies, of murmuring and ſedition. May all, who hear 
them, apply them as touchſtones to their own conſciences 
and conduct! May the ſerious and prudent recollection 


of them excite in us an invincible abhorence of the errors, 


— — — — 
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admonitions upon the living tables of our hearts 


faults, follies and crimes, which produced them ! May we 
receive them as enſamples, and engrave them as perpetual 


A 


